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Memorandum

Date: April 16, 2012
Telephone: (916) 654-4894
File: 11-AFC-2

Commissioner Karen Douglas, Presiding Member
Commissioner Carla Peterman, Associate Member
Hearing Officer Kenneth Celli

California Energy Commission - Mike Monasmith
1516 Ninth Street Senior Project Manager
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

Subject: HIDDEN HILLS SOLAR ELECTRIC GENERATING SYSTEM (11-AFC-2)

STATUS REPORT #4

Per the November 16, 2011 Committee scheduling order, Energy Commission staff
hereby file Status Report #4 for the Hidden Hills Solar Electric Generating System
(HHSEGS).

Given the brief period of time that has elapsed since the Committee was last updated
on the status of this proceeding (at the April 3, 2012, Status Conference), this report will
focus on the primary technical areas of the Preliminary Staff Assessment (PSA) on
which staff continues to work. Additionally, as in all previous Status Reports, an updated
schedule is included in the attached indicating staff's commitment to publish its PSA on
or before May 24, 2012.
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PROCEEDING UPDATE

On April 2, 2012, Applicant filed its Boiler Optimization (Design Change) Plan. The
Design Change would move the 230kV onsite switchyard and natural gas meter station
from the Common Area (depicted below in AFC Figure 3.2-1) east into an undisclosed,
offsite area in Nevada. While the change in location of the switchyard is reported to be
attributable to new direction the applicant received from the Bureau of Land
Management regarding offsite transmission linears, several new issues have arisen that
will now need to be resolved by staff. The Applicant indicated in its April 2, 2012 filing
that no significant impacts would result from the Design Change in any technical area
(and in fact would be reduced in the area of Visual Resources given the elimination of
above-ground transmission poles). However, staff is nonetheless concerned and seeks
to resolve questions in several areas, including:

Biological Resources / Soil Resources: will the trenching required to underground
transmission lines from Solar Field 1 and Solar Field 2 transect key ephemeral
washes that constitute state and federal waters (especially along the
California/Nevada border)?

Traffic and Transportation: will the new undergrounded transmission configuration
From both Solar Plant 1 and Solar Plant 2 necessitate new or additional roads?
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Transmission System Engineering: Absent a revised one-line diagram and a
revised switchyard configuration, will key Phase Il study
findings/recommendations from the CAISO need to be revised? For your
information, AFC Figure 3.2-1 (below) depicts the originally-proposed location of
the 230 kV Switchyard and 230kV Transmission Lines.

:
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Figure 3.2-1

Onsite Gen-tie Lines
Hidden Hills Solar Electric Generating System

Another area of concern by Energy Commission staff involves development standards
along Tecopa Road, which runs along the southern boundary of Solar Field 2 and the
proposed project site. The applicant states that a 20 foot set-back from Tecopa Road is
necessary and appropriate, whereas Inyo County staff has indicated 25-50 feet plus
additional (10 feet) right-of-way". Given unknown glint/glare issues from the proposed
project to passing motorists on Tecopa Road (clarification for which was asked of the
Applicant in Data Request Set 2E issued on April 5, 2012), it is important that various
technical staff (including Land Use, Traffic & Transportation and Visual Resources)
obtain data responses.

! INYO 2012f — Inyo County/J. Hart (tn: 64221) Inyo County Letter to CEC’s Melissa Mourkas Regarding Aesthetics
and Visual Impacts. 3/20/12

April 16, 2012 3 Hidden Hills Solar Electric Generating System
Status Report #4



Lastly, staff did take the opportunity to issue one last round of Data Requests (Set 2E)
on April 5, 2012 as part of Discovery. The data requests were made in the areas of
Biological Resources (Burrowing Owl), Land Use (development standards and set back
requirements along Tecopa Road, and a decommissioning and reclamation inquiry),
Public Health (inquiry regarding input data for Applicant's 2011 Ambient Air Quality
Modeling and Screening Health Risk Assessment File), and Traffic and Transportation
and Visual Resources (glint/glare issue with passing motorists along Tecopa Road
mentioned earlier).

All of the above-listed technical areas (as well as Socioeconomics and Water
Resources issues discussed in previous Status Reports and Status Conferences) will
be discussed at the upcoming Issues Resolution Workshop on April 26, 2012 in
Sacramento. In terms of Socioeconomics, staff continues to work with Inyo County staff
to better understand and determine fiscal impacts related to HHSEGS. Accordingly,
staff will need to obtain data to determine what portion of property and sales tax
revenues will be paid to Inyo County by the applicant in order to offset the County’s
demonstrated increase in county services and costs.

SCHEDULE
ACTIVITY DATE
AFC filed 08-05-11
AFC Data Adequacy determination at Commission Business Meeting 10-05-11
Status Report #4 04-16-12
Issues Resolution Workshop 04-26-12
Committee Status Conference * 05-01-12
Status Report #5 05-15-12
PSA Publication 05-24-12
Committee Status Conference* 06-04-12
PSA Workshop (SE Inyo County) — 2 days? 06-14-12
Committee Status Conference* 07-19-12
FSA Publication 08-01-12
Committee Status Conference* 08-16-12
Prehearing Conference* 09-01-12
Evidentiary Hearings* 09-08-12
PMPD* 11-15-12
CEC Final Decision* 12-28-12
*Committee-directed events
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APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION
FOR THE HIDDEN HILLS SOLAR ELECTRIC

GENERATING SYSTEM

APPLICANT

BrightSource Energy

Stephen Wiley

1999 Harrison Street, Suite 2150
Oakland, CA 94612-3500
swiley@brightsourceenergy.com

BrightSource Energy

Andrew Miller

Michelle L. Farley

1999 Harrison Street, Suite 2150
Oakland, CA 94612-3500
amiller@brightsourceenergy.com
mfarley@brightsourceenergy.com

BrightSource Energy

Clay Jensen

Gary Kazio

410 South Rampart Blvd., Suite 390
Las Vegas, Nevada 89145
clensen@brightsourceenergy.com
gkazio@brightsourceenergy.com

APPLICANTS’ CONSULTANTS
Strachan Consulting, LLC
Susan Strachan

P.O. Box 1049

Davis, CA 95617
susan@strachanconsult.com

CH2MHill

John Carrier

2485 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 600
Sacramento, CA 95833-2987
jcarrier@ch2m.com

*indicates change

COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT
Ellison, Schneider and Harris, LLP
Chris Ellison

Jeff Harris

Samantha Pottenger

2600 Capitol Avenue, Suite 400
Sacramento, CA 95816-5905
cte@eslawfirm.com
jdh@eslawfirm.com
sgp@eslawfirm.com

INTERVENORS

Jon William Zellhoefer
P.O. Box 34

Tecopa, CA 92389
jon@zellhoefer.info

Center for Biological Diversity
Lisa T. Belenky, Sr. Attorney
351 California Street, Ste. 600
San Francisco, CA 94104
e-mail service preferred
Ibelenky@biologicaldiversity.org

Center for Biological Diversity
lleene Anderson, Public Lands
Desert Director

PMB 447

8033 Sunset Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90046

e-mail service preferred
ianderson@biologicaldiversity.org

Old Spanish Trail Association
Jack Prichett

857 Nowita Place

Venice, CA 90291
jackprichett@ca.rr.com
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INTERESTED AGENCIES
California 1ISO
e-recipient@caiso.com

Great Basin Unified APCD

Duane Ono

Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer
157 Short Street

Bishop, CA 93514
dono@gbuapcd.org

County of Inyo

Dana Crom, Deputy County Counsel
P.0.Box M

Independence, CA 93526
dcrom@inyocounty.us

Nye County

Lorinda A. Wichman, Chairman
Board of County Supervisors
P.O. Box 153

Tonopah, NV 89049
lawichman@gmail.com

*Nye County Water District
L. Darrel Lacy

Interim General Manager
2101 E. Calvada Boulevard,
Suite 100

Pahrump, NV 89048
llacy@co.nye.nv.us

*National Park Service
Michael L. Elliott

Cultural Resources Specialist
National Trails Intermountain
Region

P.O. Box 728

Santa Fe, NM 87504-0728
Michael Elliott@nps.gov




ENERGY COMMISSION —
DECISIONMAKERS

KAREN DOUGLAS

Commissioner and Presiding Member
e-mail service preferred
kldougla@energy.ca.gov

CARLA PETERMAN
Commissioner and Associate Member
cpeterma@energy.ca.gov

Ken Celli
Hearing Adviser
keelli@energy.ca.gov

Galen Lemei

e-mail service preferred
Advisor to Presiding Member
glemei@energy.ca.gov

Jim Bartridge
Advisor to Associate Member
jbartrid@energy.ca.qov

ENERGY COMMISSION -
STAFF

Mike Monasmith

Senior Project Manager
mmonasmi@energy.ca.qov

Richard Ratliff
Staff Counsel IV
dratliff@energy.ca.qov

ENERGY COMMISSION -
PUBLIC ADVISER

Jennifer Jennings

Public Adviser's Office

e-mail service preferred
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us




DECLARATION OF SERVICE

|, Elizabeth Stewart, declare that on April 16, 2012, | served and filed copies of the attached (11-AFC-2) Hidden
Hills Solar Electric Generating System, Status Report #4 dated April 16, 2012. This document is
accompanied by the most recent Proof of Service list, located on the web page for this project at:
www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/hiddenhills/index.html.

The document has been sent to the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list) and to the
Commission’s Docket Unit or Chief Counsel, as appropriate, in the following manner:

(Check all that Apply)
For service to all other parties:
X Served electronically to all e-mail addresses on the Proof of Service list;

X Served by delivering on this date, either personally, or for mailing with the U.S. Postal Service with first-
class postage thereon fully prepaid, to the name and address of the person served, for mailing that same
day in the ordinary course of business; that the envelope was sealed and placed for collection and mailing
on that date to those addresses NOT marked “e-mail preferred.”

AND

For filing with the Docket Unit at the Energy Commission:
_X_ by sending an electronic copy to the e-mail address below (preferred method); OR

by depositing an original and 12 paper copies in the mail with the U.S. Postal Service with first class
postage thereon fully prepaid, as follows:

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION — DOCKET UNIT
Attn: Docket No. 11-AFC-2

1516 Ninth Street, MS-4

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

docket@energy.state.ca.us

OR, if filing a Petition for Reconsideration of Decision or Order pursuant to Title 20, § 1720:

Served by delivering on this date one electronic copy by e-mail, and an original paper copy to the Chief
Counsel at the following address, either personally, or for mailing with the U.S. Postal Service with first class

postage thereon fully prepaid:

California Energy Commission
Michael J. Levy, Chief Counsel
1516 Ninth Street MS-14
Sacramento, CA 95814
mlevy@energy.state.ca.us

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct, that |
am employed in the county where this mailing occurred, and that | am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the
proceeding.

Originally signed by
Elizabeth Stewart
Project Assistant




